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Brainstorming
PROJECT COMPASS/HUTL: Helping the Un(der)employed at Tennessee Libraries



5 free resume faxes per week!





Free copies for job seekers





Unlimited computer use for job seekers.





Free coffee during job center hours. Forget about no drink/no food rules. Can’t afford coffee? Ask a local bank or business to sponsor it!





Offer workshops for job seekers.





Offer 1-on-1 resume tutoring





Weed your job books.  Anything over 3 year old should go!





Create handouts about library services for job seekers.





Create handouts about community services for job seekers.





Chat daily with a job-seeker.  Keep in the know about what they need.





Start a job club.





Offer just-for-fun family programming on Friday or Saturday nights to help those struggling financially to spend time together as a family.





Recruit retirees for resume evaluation, interviewing help and computer tutoring.





Identify successes – hang a sign that tells how many people have found work using library resources.





Offer mini lunchtime workshops on social networking.





Make sure staff know of all the community resources available to the unemployed.





Have a breakfast with the Chamber of Commerce or local politicians to let them know what you are doing.





Open early for job seekers only.





Get your library board involved.





Have a flexible phone policy for those in need.





Be flexible about unattended children in the library if their parents are there on the computers.





Offer penny-pinching workshops.





$ Offer student loan workshops $





Provide information about bankruptcy – both discreetly and in workshops.





Create an online job center.





Conduct a Job Fair.





Partner with Adult Ed. to offer GED classes in the library





Allow temporary employment agencies to recruit in the library.





Keep a flash drive at the reference desk for people who forget to save their work on.





Create a video introduction to your library for job seekers.





Create a “Help for Hard Times” flyer with community information.





Develop a logo or slogan that identifies your library’s commitment to help and serve job seekers.





Offer library meeting rooms to local workforce agencies.





Provide simple icons on computer to help users learn computer skills.





Bookmark popular job search sites on your public computers.





Offer ESL workshops for job search words and terms.





Provide staff training and guidance on how to respond to job seekers.





Create a community resources bulletin board.





Offer one free copy of resume on nice resume paper.





Invite Ag. Extension to do a workshop on home vegetable garden or selling your produce.





Host informal chats with small business owners for those interested.





Ask the local community college to present a small business workshop.





Create weekly displays about small business, job searching, computer skills, tough financial times.
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