Battle of the Books!

This event pits students against each other to see who knows the most about a list of books. It can be done in teams or as individual players, and also as a collaborative event between school and public libraries. 

You’ll Need:

· Volunteers to create questions and help on the day

· Students to compete

· Questions, created from a set list of books

· Buzzers (or something like them) 

· Tables or podiums for competitors, judges and moderator

· 2-3 community or school folks to serve as judges (in the event of a challenge)

· Photographer or videographer to capture the event

What to do ahead of time:

· Sign students up in teams or individually

· Create questions from a pre-selected list of books

· Create brackets for the competition (if needed)

· Advertise the books, the students and the competition

· Recruit a popular or famous community member to moderate

· Arrange room for the event

· Send questions to judges so they can familiarize themselves with the questions and books

· Prepare script for moderator

On Battle Day

· Make sure room is arranged correctly

· Have Battle books on hand in case you need to refer to them

· Test buzzers

· Give scripts and questions to moderator and judges

· Greet guests

· Enjoy!

There are two ways to conduct the questions:

1. Students buzz in to see who gets to answer

2. Each team or student gets the opportunity to answer a series of questions. You can decide how many questions based on time, # of participants, etc.

Miscellaneous

· Create clear, unambiguous questions with one clear answer (to easily resolve any challenges); anything about plot, characters, setting is allowable. Tell students in advance if you are also planning to ask questions about any authors or illustrators

· You can do this program once or over the course of several weeks, depending on how many competitors you have

More BOB info:

· Battle of the Books.com – http://www.battleofthebooks.com/ 

· America’s Battle of the Books – http://www.battleofthebooks.org/how/ 

· Mt. Lebanon Public Library’s Battle – www.mtlebanonlibrary.org/kids/BOBfaq 

· Loudoun Valley Vikings (school) BOB - www.thevikingnews.com/style/2011/02/08/battle-of-the-books-team-prepares-for-tournament/ 

